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In an effort to keep everyone informed during these unprecedented and everchanging times, the 
following Frequently Asked Questions (and general information) page has been created.  I thank 
everyone who has reached out with questions, suggestions, and offers to help us, the Mercer 
Community, through this pandemic.  
  
We want to emphasize our commitment to continuing the education of students during this time.  
During the week of March 23 – 27, we are preparing to publish documents for student access to online 
lessons, including a dedicated email address, and connecting with parents via email or phone to confirm 
ability to receive distance learning.  Since Governor Wolf has extended the current school closure, 
Mercer will begin online education Monday, March 30. 

We know that many of you have additional challenges and fears to navigate as a result of COVID-19, 
including income, meals, and child care.  Please take care of yourselves and know that as a strong 
community we are here to help each other through these difficult times.   

We ask for your patience and understanding as we take on this new endeavor, there will certainly be 
bumps on this untraveled road. Again, by keeping the lines of communication open and working 
together, we will get through this crisis together.  

Below are some FAQs and informational updates. 

Q. Will the Mercer Area School District last day of school change? 
A. No. Recent guidance from the Pennsylvania Department of Education states schools who are 
offering continuing education will satisfy the 180-day school year and hourly instructional 
requirements for K-12 students. While the school calendar may be modified to accommodate for 
the lost instructional days of March 17,18,19, and 20, the last day of school will remain Friday, 
May 29, 2020. At this time, we don’t have information on a last day for seniors or for graduation, 
as soon as we have more information, we will share that with our families. 
 

Q. Will statewide assessments continue when students return to school? 
A. No. The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) has canceled all PSSA testing and 
Keystone exams for the 2019-20 school year. This also includes the Pennsylvania Alternate 
System of Assessment (PASA) and Career and Technology testing, NOCTI and NIMS. 
 

Q. When does the 3rd nine weeks end and the 4th nine weeks begin?  
A. Since the school closure has been extended by Governor Wolf, the 3rd nine weeks will end as of 
March 16, 2020.  Teachers will be finalizing 3rd marking period grades with the 4th nine weeks 
beginning on Monday, March 30.  

 
 
 
 
 



Q. Will Mercer Schools continue to provide meals for families within the district.  
A. Yes. Any individual 18 years or younger may pick up breakfasts and lunches on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at specific locations.  Please see below. Our food service staff are preparing “grab and 
go” meals and will continue throughout the duration of this school closure. 
 

Mercer Elementary School:     11a.m. – 1p.m. 
United Methodist Church: 10:30 – 11:30 (parking lot between Trinity and United 

Methodist on Tuesday, March 24; UMC lot thereafter) 
  Jefferson Estates:   12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
 

*Please note there has been a change to the Trinity Presbyterian Church location*.  
  

 
Q. Will Kindergarten registration be rescheduled?   

A. Yes. Kindergarten registration will be rescheduled until summer 2020, please visit the district 
website frequently to view updated information at www.mercer.k12.pa.us 

 
Q. Is there a way to fill out and submit a work permit from home? 

A. We are currently reviewing this. 
  
Q. What will happen with Prom and Graduation?  

A. We plan to discuss our options on prom and graduation when we know more about the 
Governor’s extension of the school closure.   

 
Q. What will report cards look like? 

A. The 3rd nine weeks report card will be mailed April 7, 2020. 
 
Q. What will happen with senior projects?  

A. Mr. Mausser, High School Principal, will be contacting any senior still needing to complete any 
portion of the senior project.  11th grade students will receive a mailing during the summer 2020 
with updated due dates and timeline for completing the senior graduation project.  

 
Q. How will the 4th marking period be graded?  

A. To reduce anxiety related to a need to adapt to the change in the educational environment 
and educational platform for students, determining the functionality of internet connections and 
home device capabilities, and hard copy packet distribution and pickup, the 4th nine weeks will be 
graded as Pass/Fail for all students K-12. 

The 4th nine weeks will be exempt from GPA calculation.  However, regular 
attendance/participation of each students is expected.  Participation and completion of 
assignments will be used as indicators of attendance.  Teachers will be communicating with 
building principals about student participation.  Guidance counselors and building principals will 
be in regular communication with those students in danger of not receiving a “Pass” for the 4th 
marking period.  
 
 
       

http://www.mercer.k12.pa.us/


Q. How will attendance be determined?  
A. Regular participation of all students is expected.  Participation and completion of assignments 
will be used as indicators of attendance.  Teachers will be communicating with building 
principals about student participation.   
 
 
 

We thank you for your understanding and support during  these difficult times .  
 


